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tion of Bible truth alone. The MEeEcrIppo 
MEssacE will 


@ Strengthen your faith in the Bible 
e@ Answer perplexing religious questions 


@ Give you courage for these uncertain 
times 


@ Help you live above the world’s moral 
corruption 


@ Reveal to you how to develop a char- 
acter acceptable to God 


e@ Bring peace and stability to your life 
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promptly of any change of address. 
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Instructive Booklets 


In addition to the MEssacE you should 
by all means read the following booklets. 
Each booklet is a complete subject of itself. 
The Bible is made understandable and in- 
teresting to study. 


HISTORY or tue MEGIDDO MISSION 
THe COMING or JESUS ann ELIJAH 
WHAT MUST WE DO TO BE SAVED? 
THE KINGDOM OF GOD 
THE GREAT APOSTASY 
AFTER DEATH, WHAT? 
HELL AND THE DEVIL 
SPIRITUAL CREATION 
THE HOLY SPIRIT 
THE SABBATH 


TRINITY 
Single copies .20 
History 40 
Complete set $2.25 


Megiddo means 


“a place of troops,” 
—Gesenius’ Hebrew Lexicon. 
“a place of God.” 


—Young’s Analytical Concordance. 


Geographically, Megiddo was and is a 
town in Palestine, located at a strategic 
point, demanding heavy fortification; for 
Palestine is the age-old gateway between 
Kast and West, and the avenue connecting 
North and South. Always, supremacy there 
has been the envy of the world, and the 
prevailing nation has guarded it with a 
jealous eye. The famous pass at Megiddo 
through a solid mountain range is the one 
means by which this avenue between con- 
tinents may be traversed. 

In the spiritual parallel, God is in this 
place with a band of troops. Soldiers are 
equipped for spiritual warfare against the 
forces of evil without and within. “We 
wrestle not against flesh and blood, but 
against principalities, against powers, 
against the rulers of the darkness of this 
world, against spiritual wickedness in high 
places” (Eph. 6:12). 





CHILDREN 
TAKE NOTICE 


Your copy of 


INSPIRATIONS 


in 


ABC 


is waiting for you. 


56 pages of wholesome poems, stories, 


and pictures in full color. 


A book that’s different 


Size 8% by 11 
$1.25 each. 


Price 








Children’s “Doings 
4 Magazine by Children for Children 
Subscription one year (4 issues) $1.00 
Price per single issue 25 cents 


It’s Clever. Entertaining, Instructive! 


MEGIDDO HYMN BOOK 


A COLLECTION of original, arranged, and 
selected songs which harmonize with the 
plain Biblical teachings and in which all 
who wish may engage and sing as com- 
manded, “with the spirit.” and “with the 
understanding also.” 


Price $1.25 








Request for Guidance 


Dear Friends: 

I find your magazine helpful in the Chris- 
tian life. I would like your complete set of 
booklets so that I can really get to the 
heart of the MessacE; also I would like to 
know what you think of the many Trans- 
lations that are about now. I am 72 and 
when young, the King James Version was 
far the most popular and numerous. I meet 
with Jehovah Witnesses here and would be 
glad if you could guide me to a better under- 
standing of the truth of God. 


Langley, B. C., Can. E. D. 


A Note of Gratefulness 


Dear Friends: 

I read a lot and besides reading the Bible, 
I like your MEssaceE as it is understandable; 
so many people say we just can’t under- 
stand the Bible. 

Thanking you for making it possible to 
know and understand these worthy, life- 
giving Scriptures, I remain your reader. 

Martins Ferry, O. E. W. 


Inspiration 
Dear Friends: 

I find your MEssacE very good reading; 
spiritual and inspirational—Bible truth. 


Allentown, Penna. MM. Se; E, 
Joy In Truth 
Dear Sisters: 

Kindly continue on sending ‘“MEGIppo 


MEsSAGE” as we enjoy the Truth and find 
that we are more highly blessed these 
days than ever before by studying them. 

We know that the Lord is coming soon 
as His promises and warnings have been 
fulfilled. The condition of the world is such 
today that we must be very careful how 
we think and how we walk, not as the 
unwise but as the wise. 


Worcester, Mass. L. M. F. 


Light On The Subject 


Dear Friends: 

Have read your book on the Trinity and 
find it very instructive and enlightening. 
Now I understand the mission of Jesus. He 
was, as Moses said He would be, a great 
prophet and Teacher, a Saviour of man 
through the Word that He preached. 

Jesus preached and magnified the law and 
summed it up in the one word: Love, to 
God and man. God will lift up the one 
of contrite and humble heart. 

We, like sheep, have all gone astray but 
thanks to our Heavenly Father, He lifts us 
up out of the miry clay so that now with 
His Word in our hearts we will look up 
and be steadfast in the Truth. May others 
find the way is my prayer. 


Kingston, N. Y. L. F. M. 
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Angelic Ministration cm. 


By the Rev. L. T. Nichols, Founder, Megiddo Mission Church 


N THE EARLY history of God’s dealing with man, 
if angelic ministration was manifested, not infrequently. 

In addition to the aforementioned instances the angel 
of the Lord appeared to Lot, warning him of the doom 
awaiting his home town, Sodom, because of the wicked- 
ness of the people living there. The angel even accompa- 
nied him, his wife and daughters as they fled to a place 
of safety the following morning. They did even more: 
they tuok them by the hand and hastened them from the 
oncoming holocaust. And so today, though all unseen, the 
angel is hastening us out of the doomed city of Babylon, 
the present world of iniquity, lest we be destroyed with 
it. The angels actually took Lot and his family by the hand 
and led them out of the city. So great is the mercy of the 
Lord, if only we will be led and not let go of the angel’s 
hand. 

In Exodus 3 we read of Moses’ conversation with the 
angel in the burning bush. Verse 2 reads: “And the angel 
of the Lord appeared unto him in a flame of fire out of 
the midst of the bush, and he looked, and, behold, the 
bush burned with fire, and the bush was not consumed.” 
Repeatedly, during the wandering in the wilderness, 
angels ministered to Moses, and the glory of the Lord 
appeared to the congregation. The Law of Sinai was given 
through the medium of angels, as Stephen the first Chris- 
tian martyr testified, as recorded in Acts 7: 53. The 
angels even performed the funeral rites, and took charge 
of Moses’ burial in a valley in the land of Moab. 

It was an angel who led the Children of Israel all 
through their wanderings in the wilderness. “And the 
Lord went before them by day in a pillar of a cloud, to 
lead them the way; and by night in a pillar of fire, to 
give them light; to go by day and night” (Ex. 13: 21). 
We know from Ex. 14: 19 that the pillar of cloud and of 
fire was an angel, for when the Egyptians were pursuing 
hard after the Israelites, ‘the angel of the Lord which 
went before the camp of Israel removed and went behind 
them; and the pillar of the cloud went from before their 
faces, and stood behind them.” The pillar and cloud 
were companies of angels. 

When the tabernacle was completed this same cloud 
hovered over the tent. ‘‘And when the cloud was taken 
up from over the tabernacle, the children of Israel went 
onward in all their journeys; but if the cloud were not 
taken up, then they journeyed not till the day that it was 
taken up. For the cloud of the Lord was upon the taber- 
nacle by day, and fire was on it by night, in sight of all 
the house of Israel, throughout all their journeys” (Ex. 
40: 36—38). 

When the children of Israel crossed the Jordan into 
the promised land, the ministering angel again revealed 
his presence just before the conquest of Jericho. We read 
the account in Josh. 5: 13—15: “And it came to pass, 
when Joshua was by Jericho, that he lifted up his eyes 
and looked, and, behold, there stood a man over against 
him with his sword drawn in his hand: and Joshua went 
unto him, and said unto him, Art thou for us, or for our 
adversaries? And he said, Nay; but as captain of the host 
of the Lord am I now come.” 


In the course of time the conquering of the nations in 
the land of Canaan became an accomplished fact. The 
land was divided to the Israelites by lot, and the people 
settled down to a normal life pattern. 

During the time of the Judges of Israel the angels did 
not appear as often as they had formerly, and in the absence 
of the stirring events that, in the wilderness and through- 
out the conquest, had kept them keen and alert, the people 
grew lax and unbelieving. They forgot God, their great 
Veliverer. As the result their enemics were permitted to 
invade them, and their blessings were curtailed. At last 
they cried to the Lord for help, and He sent them help 
through the medium of an angel. The angel of the Lord 
appeared to Gideon and authorized him to conduct a win- 
ning campaign against the invading hordes of the Mid- 
ianites. Later on, at another time of national crisis, an 
angel appeared to Manoah and his wife, foretelling the 
birth of a son, Samson, who should deliver Israel. 

Angels appeared to King David, the second king of 
Israel. Years later Elijah was encouraged by an angel 
as he lay under the juniper tree. He had requested that he 
might die, thinking himself to be the only faithful one 
left in the land. The angel assured him there were yet 
seven thousand, representing a substantial number, who 
had not bowed the knee to Baal. 


An Outstanding Visitation of Angels 


There was a striking case of angelic ministration and 
deliverance in the days of Elisha the Prophet. Let us 
turn and read II Kings 6: 8, “Then the king of Syria”’— 
Syria is just north of Palestine—‘warred against Israel, 
and took counsel with his servants, saying, In such and 
such a place shall be my camp. And the man of God sent 
unto the king of Israel, saying, Beware that thou pass not 
such a place; for thither the Syrians are come down. And 
the king of Israel sent to the place which the man of God 
told him and warned him of, and saved himself there, not 
once or twice. Therefore the heart of the king of Syria 
was sore troubled for this thing; and he called his servants, 
and said unto them, Will ye not show me which of us is 
for the king of Israel? And one of his servants said, None, 
my lord, O king: but Elisha, the prophet that is in Israel, 
telleth the king of Israel the words which thou speaketh in 
thy bedchamber. And he said, Go and spy where he is, 
that I may send and fetch him, And it was told him, 
saying, Behold, he is in Dothan. Therefore sent he thither 
horses, and chayviots, and a great host: and they came 
by night, and compassed the city about. And when the 
servant of the man of God was risen early, and gone 
forth, behold, an host compassed the city both with horses 
and chariots.” 

Elisha was unconcerned; but the young man (young 
in God’s service) was not so well instructed as his master. 
He said: “Alas, my master! how shall we do?” And he 
answered, “Fear not: for they that be with us are more 
than they that be with them.” Do you think it impossible, 
since ages are past and gone, that if God so desired that 
He could not send millions of angels? The young man 
could not believe, and Elisha prayed that his eyes might 
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be opened that he might see. “And the Lord opened the 
eyes of the young man; and he saw: and, behold, the 
mountains were full of horses and chariots of fire around 
about Elisha.” 

What are the chariots of the Lord? The chariots of the 
Lord “are twenty thousand, even thousands of angels.” 
“Fear not: for they that be with us are more than they 
that be with them.” One angel might have been adequate, 
but God saw fit to send thousands. When we contemplate 
this in its proper light, it increases our faith and gives 
us strength and courage. “‘The chariots of God are 
twenty thousand, even thousands of angels: the Lord is 
among them, as in Sinai, in the holy place” (Psa. 68: 17). 


The Angel Gabriel 


Daniel enjoyed angelic visits. In answer to his prayer, 
Gabriel, a very special angel, came to give him wisdom 
and understanding and to inform him that he was greatly 
beloved of the Lord. 

The angel Gabriel appeared to Zacharias as he executed 
the priest's office to inform him of the birth of a son, John 
the Baptist, imposing an impressive reminder of his 
unbelief—speechlessness. 

Six months later the same Gabriel appeared to Mary, 
to announce the birth of the Messiah. Later, an angel 
appeared to Joseph to assure him of Mary’s purity when 
he was minded to put her away privily, and again to warn 
him of the danger to the infant Jesus. 


Jesus’ Visiting Angels 


As we might expect, Jesus had contact with angels 
during His life on earth. They came to Him after His 
temptation, as we read in our lesson, Matthew 4. “Again, 
the devil taketh him up into an exceeding high mountain, 
and showeth him all the kingdoms of the world, and the 
glory of them; and saith unto him, All these things will I 
give thee, if thou wilt fall down and worship me. Then 
saith Jesus unto him, Get thee hence, Satan: for it is 
written, Thou shalt worship the Lord thy God, and him 
only shalt thou serve. Then the devil leaveth him, and, 
behold, angels came and ministered unto him.” 

Angels were present at the transfiguration. No doubt 
it was the angel who aided our Lord’s escape, upon several 
occasions, from the mobs who would have taken His life. 

Christ was strengthened by an angel in the garden 
just before His crucifixion. 

On the morning of the resurrection “the angel of the 
Lord descended from heaven and came and rolled back 
the stone from the door.” More than likely that angel was 
the first person Jesus saw when He awoke from death. 

Two angels stood by the disciples as Jesus ascended to 
heaven to comfort and reassure them with the knowledge 
that He would return. 


Other Visitations of Angels 


Still the work of ministering to the heirs of salvation 
was not finished. Philip was directed by an angel to the 
Ethiopian eunuch who was yearning for an understanding 
of the Scriptures. Cornelius, a devout man and one that 
feared God, was directed by an angel as to how he could 
contact those who would teach him the will of God. Peter 
was delivered from prison by an angel; Paul was strength- 
ened and comforted by an angel during the frightening 
storm at sea in which he was shipwrecked. 


Jesus sent His angel to John with a message for His 
people, the book of Revelation. We read, “I Jesus have 
sent mine angel to testify unto you these things in the 
churches” (Rev. 22: 16). Even during the long night of 
darkness, the dark medieval age, the 1260 years when 
truth had been cast to the ground and there was no one 
to lift aloft the banner, the angels had charge of the 
situation (Dan. 12: 6). 

In Isaiah 63 the Prophet covers the whole category of 
God's care of Israel through the ministration of angels in 
a few words: “In all their affliction he was afflicted, and 
the angel of his presence saved them: in his love and in 
his pity he redeemed them; and he bare them, and carried 
them all the days of old” (v. 9). And so it will be always, 
the angel of the Lord will deliver all of God’s people out 
of their afflictions, as it is His will to do so. 

The ministration of angels takes in not only Abraham, 
Isaac, and Jacob, but goes on down to Paul, Peter, James, 
and it takes in all, yes, even you and me, and beyond, for 
“in all their affliction he was afflicted, and the angel of 
his presence saved them.” I am certain that an angel of 
the Lord is right here in our midst today. 


Angels as Messengers of Doom 


+ 


Earlier in our discourse we spoke of men and women 
who were privileged to meet angels face to face, and con- 
verse with them, as highly favored individuals. Do I hear 
you saying, “That statement needs qualifying’? Indeed, 
angels came bringing judgments and condemnation, as 
well as blessings and commendation. There was the case 
of Herod in the days of the apostles. Upon a certain day, 
clothed in his royal apparel, and seated upon a throne, 
he made an oration. In resounding ovation the people 
“shouted, ‘It is a god’s voice, not a man’s! and in a moment 
an angel of the Lord struck him, because he had not given 
due glory to God; he was eaten up by worms and so 
expired” (Acts 12: 22, 23, Moff.7). 

Another memorable instance, where angels were 
involved in a situation which demanded punishment, was 
when King David’s pride prompted him to number Israel, 
and the Lord was displeased. The account appears in I 
Chron. 21. The Lord commanded Gad, the king’s spiritual 
adviser, to offer King David a choice of three punish- 
ments. He could choose three years’ famine, or three 
months at the mercy of his foes, or three days’ pestilence 
in the land, the ‘‘angel of the Lord destroying throughout 
all the coasts of Israel.”” David chose to fall into the hands 
of the Lord, for, said he, ‘very great are his mercies: 
but let me not fall into the hands of man.” The pestilence 
struck, resulting in a national calamity, “and there fell 
of Israel seventy thousand men.” We read: “God even 
sent an angel to destroy Jerusalem; but, as he was on 
the point of destroying it, the Eternal looked and changed 
his mind about the punishment; he said to the destroying 
angel, ‘Enough! hold your hand!’ The angel of the Eternal 
was standing beside the threshing-floor of Ornan the 
Jebusite, and when David raised his eyes, he saw the 
angel of the Eternal in mid-air, holding a drawn sword 
over Jerusalem” (vs. 15, 16, Moff.). Ornan, the owner of 
the threshing-floor where King David built an altar to 
the Lord, also saw the angel. The punishment adminis- 
tered, the lesson impressed, the angel once more became 
their friend, and as a gesture of acceptance the Lord 
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“answered by fire upon the altar of burnt-offering.” Then, 
at the bidding of the Lord, the angel sheathed his sword 
again. 


The Angel and the Ass 


Another case history involving angelic visitation and 
judgments is recorded in Numbers 22. The forty years’ 
wandering in the wilderness was nearing its close. The 
camp of the Children of Israel was pitched in Moab, just 
across Jordan from Jericho. Israel, under Moses’ leader- 
ship had subdued the Amorites and occupied their land. 
The king of Bashan also had battled against Israel and 
had met with crushing defeat. 

Balak, king of Moab, in the interest of self-preservation 
on the national level, vainly sought the service of someone 
whom he thought would have power with the gods to 
curse Israel, and in that way put a stop to their expan- 
sionist ambitions. 

In pursuit of his plan Balak sent and called Balaam, a 
prophet of Moab, who seemed to have been in some way 
associated with the true God. He offered him money and 
honor as a national hero, if he would come and curse 
Israel. Balaam lacked character. He was proud, haughty, 
greedy. The apostle Peter depicts him as one who “loved 
the wages of unrighteousness.” Balaam feigned submis- 
sion by enquiring of the Lord about going with Balak 
and his men. The answer was “No.” The Lord said, ‘Thou 
shalt not go with them; thou shalt not curse the people: 
for they are blessed” (Num. 22: 12). 

Balak then raised his offer in the hope of enticing 
Balaam to work in his favor. The erstwhile prophet, 
thinking he had the Lord’s consent, went with the men 
the next day. The narrative runs: ‘And God’s anger 
[displeasure] was kindled because he went: and the 
angel of the Lord stood in the way for an adversary 
against him. ... And the ass saw the angel of the Lord 
standing in the way, and his sword drawn in his hand: 
and the ass turned aside out of the way, and went into 
the field; and Balaam smote the ass, to turn her into the 
way. But the angel of the Lord stood in the path of 
the vineyards, a wall being on this side, and a wall on 
that side. And when the ass saw the angel of the Lord, she 
thrust herself unto the wall, and crushed Balaam’s foot 
against the wall: and he smote her again. And the angel 
of the Lord went further, and stood in a narrow place, 
where was no way to turn either to the right hand or to 
the left. And when the ass saw the angel of the Lord, she 
fell down under Balaam, and Balaam’s anger was 
kindled.”” He looked and looked and could see nothing in 
the way, so he “smote the ass with a staff.” He thought 
she was balky; he did not consider himself, that he was 
the stiffnecked one. 

The Lord opened the mouth of the dumb ass, and she 
“speaking with man’s voice, forbade the madness of the 
prophet.” At last the Lord opened the eyes of Balaam, 
and he saw the angel of the Lord standing in the way, 
and his sword drawn in his hand: and he bowed his head, 
and fell flat on his face. Then, being humbled, the Lord 
permitted him to continue his journey. 

This account is not just a matter of history; it is 
written to impress a lesson upon our minds. Although 
we do not see the angel, if we wait for the Lord to open 
our eyes before we believe he is present, it will be too 
late. This brings us to the other facet of our problem. 


Invisible Angelic \finistration 


lt has been foreshown that at some period between 
the time when Avraham saw tne angel and the kingdom 
of God is establithed, there would be an era when they 
would hear a voice but see no similitude. We read in 
Deut. 4: 12: ‘‘And the Lord spake unto you out of the 
raidst of the fire: ye heard the voice of the words, but ye 
saw no similitude; only ye heard a voice.” 

We, living in this day, do not behold any similitude; we 
have only heard the voice and that, not a literal voice. 
But though we cannot see the angels, they are ever pres- 
ent just the same. Let us quote again Ps. 34: 7, and 
couple with it Heb. 1: 14: “The angel of the Lord 
encampeth round about them that fear him, and delivereth 
them.” “Are they not all ministering spirits, sent forth to 
minister for them who shall be heirs of salvation?” 

The angel of the Lord encampein round about them 
that fear him. What is the tear of the Lord? “The fear 
of the Lord is to hate [or shun] evil.” Therefore the angel 
of the Lord encamps round about those who depart from 
evil. Thus this link of angelic ministration must be placed 
in this blessed chain. The angels encamp about us; we 
need their help. If ever there was a time that we needed 
their help, it is now. There is that lovely motto we often 
see hanging in Christian homes: ‘Christ is the head of 
this house, the unseen Guest at every meal, the silent 
Listener to every conversation.” He has ears to hear, 
angelic beings through whom He listens and hears. We 
read: “Then they that feared the Lord spake often one 
to another; and the Lord hearkened and heard it, and 
a book of remembrance was written before him.” Yes, 
the Lord hears, the recording angel listens and writes 
our account just as we dictate it. In view of this serious 
contemplation, our constant plea should be, as in that 
lovely Psalm: ‘Let the words of my mouth, and the 
meditation of my heart, be acceptable in thy sight, O 
Lord, my strength and my redeemer” (Ps. 19: 14). 

God has angelic beings through whom He listens and 
hears, and they are always alert; they never grow sleepy 
or tired. He has eyes through which He sees: “The eyes 
of the Lord are in every place, beholding the evil and the 
eood.” There may be an angel right within my reach if 
only we could see him. Our eyes are withholden like 
Balaam’s were; or like the case we read of in the time 
of Elisha when the young man could not see the surround- 
ing mountains filled with angels until the Lord opened 
his eyes. Our being unable to see the angel of God is no 
evidence that he is not here. He is the “unseen Guest at 
every meal, the silent Listener to every conversation.” To 
all drawing nigh to God, He will draw nigh, and He will 
send His angels to encamp about all such. 

Upon his dying bed Jacob, when blessing the sons of 
Joseph, said, ‘The angel of his presence bless the lads.” 
Jacob knew the angel would be with them, though unseen, 
all down through the ages. Moses, King David, Paul and 
all the apostles and prophets, join hand in hand saying 
the same things. We see it in the words of every spokes- 
man for the Eternal until the Holy Spirit was withdrawn. 
During that period, there would be no similitude seen. 
The Bible is just full of evidence on this subject. I only 
give you what God says. I do not wonder that our Master 
said, “O fools and slow of heart to believe all that the 
prophets have spoken”—all that they have said to you. 

(Continued on page 9) 
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A NEW ERA IN ANCIENT AMMON 


Amman the capital of Trans-Jordan and the ancient imperial city of the Ammonites. A dozen 


years ago Ammon was a village of two or three hundred people. Today it is a city of 20,000 and 


is the residence of the Emir Abdallah, and of the chief British Representative for Trans-Jordan. 


PART VII 


FROM RUINS TO RESTORATION FORECASTED FOR 
MOAB AND AMMON 


THE PROPHECY 


“And I will execute judgments upon Moab; and they 
shall know that I am the Lord.” Ezekiel 25:11. 

“T will cause an alarm of war to be heard in Rabbah of 
the Ammonites; and it shall be a desoiate heap.” Jer, 49:2. 

“And say to the Ammonites... I »will deliver thee to the 
men of the east for a possession, and they shall set their 
palaces in thee, and make their dwellings in thee: they 
shall eat thy fruit, and they shall drink thy milk.” Ezek. 
25:3, 4. 

“Yet will I bring again the captivity of Moab in the 
latter days, saith the Lord.” Jer. 48:47. 

“And afterward I will bring again the captivity of the 
children of Ammon, saith the Lord.” Jer. 49:6. 


The prophets declare that Moab and Ammon would be 
visited with heavy judgments, like the land of Palestine, 
and would lie desolate and forsaken for their iniquities. 
They further state, however, that the captivity of both 
lands will be turned, and that they will again flourish and 
prosper in the latter days. 

With what unerring accuracy these predictions of more 
than 2,500 years ago have been fulfilled! For long centu- 
ries these lands have lain desolate and forsaken. With 
the exception of a few towns, they have been inhabited 
chiefly by roving bands of Bedouins. Both countries 
abound with ancient ruins, like that of Rabbath Moab, 
pictured herewith. 


A missionary in Palestine who is familiar with condi- 
tions in these lands said: ‘Again and again during the 
centuries the Arabs, nomadic tribes from the east, have 
come to attack the country of the Ammonites, and again 
and again they have sent out the inhabitants of the land. 
‘yom Central Arabia they came by the thousands into 
hat district some years ago and over-ran the country. 
lad it not been for the presence of the British army, 
which was able, after some difficuity, to check their 
onrush, probably few of the local inhabitants would have 
survived. That event was only a miniature of the raids 
and wars that have been taking place during the centuries 
as economic conditions in Central Arabia have forced the 
Arabs there to seek better living elsewhere.” 

They shall set their palaces in thee.” Today in Amman, 
the old Rabbath Ammon, there is a palace built within the 
last seven years by a prince from Hejaz, Arabia, who 
has been placed by the British Government as ruler over 
the area known today as Trans-Jordan. 

What a judgment upon these two countries of Moab 
and Ammon about which we read so much in the Bible, 
and which at one time were populous and flourishing, 
With numerous villages and strong cities! God has indeed 
executed “judgments” precisely as the prophet Ezekiel 
predicted. 

But the judgments upon Moab and Ammon were not to 
continue forever. In the 48th chapter of Jeremiah the 
prophet foretells the future prosperity of Moab: “Yet I 
will bring again the captivity of Moab in the latter davs, 
saith the Lord.” And in the 49th chapter he declares that 
similar blessings would come to Ammon: ‘And afterward 
1 will bring again the captivity of the children of Ammon, 
saith the Lord.” 


I 
I 
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In a remarkable manner both these predictions are 
being fulfilled to the very letter today! Both lands are 
making rapid strides forward after their long sleep of 
centuries. Amman, the capital of Trans-Jordan, is the 
old Rabbath of the Ammonites, that was captured by 
Joab and the Israelites acting under the direction of King 
David. Only a dozen years ago Amman was a mere village 
of two or three hundred people. Today it is a flourishing 
city, with a population of 20,000, and is the residence of 
the ruler of Trans-Jordan, the Emir Adullah. 

In speaking of the rapid growth of these lands during 
the past few years, Mr. G. Olaf Matson, in “The American 
Colony Palestine Guide,” says: “There is a Chief British 
Representative resident at Amman, and the British High 
Commissioner of Palestine is also the High Commissioner 
for Trans-Jordan. Otherwise this administration is quite 
separate from that of Palestine. A new constitution pro- 
viding for the formation of an elected parliament, was 
conferred on Trans-Jordan in 1928. The presence of a 
stable government, under British control, has in itself 
brought the country vast progress.” 

Thus we see with what astonishing accuracy these pre- 
dictions of long ago are being fulfilled in our own day 
even to the minutest details. Formerly ‘terrific judg- 
ments” came upon both Moab and Ammon just as was 
foretold, even to the raids of Arabs, the “men of the 
East.” Today the prophecy of restoration and _ pros- 
perity is coming to pass, with the same amazing swift- 
ness, and with the same unerring certainty. 

One can only bow one’s head in wonder and awe at 
the precision with which these prophecies of the Word of 
God are unfolding before our eyes in our own day and 
age. 

(Adapted from Fulfilled Prophecies that Prove the Bible by George 
T. B. Davies. Used by permission of the author). 


October First 


“Pay every man, then, his due; ... respect and honor, 
if it be respect and honor” (Rom. 13: 7, Know. Trans.). 

So we met again, according to our annual custom, to 
pay respect and honor to our founder, the Rev. L. T. 
Nichols. The occasion, Oct. 1, falling on Sunday this 
year, the morning church service included the reading 
of one of his most masterful works, ‘A General Letter 
To All The Churches.” It was written from St. Augustine, 
Florida, Feb. 18941, where he with his ailing wife had 
repaired for recuperation under the Florida winter sun. 

The usual graveside service was conducted at Mt. Hope 
Cemetery at 3 P. M. 

The principal feature of the day, “The Faithful 
Steward,” was presented at the Megiddo Church in the 
evening. There were depicted a number of biographical 
scenes of colorful incidents in the busy career of the man 
whose dedicated life had come to mean so much to us, 
his followers. He sought to know God; to serve Him in 
sincerity and truth and to show others the long-hidden 
way to salvation. For this, we pay him “his due”—our 
“respect and honor.” 

Visiting friends and brethren from Georgia, New 
Jersey and various points in our own state and from 
Toronto, Bright, and St. Catherines, Ont., Canada came 
to share the event with us. 


The King of Glory 


Psalm 24 


First Voice ‘ 
The earth is the Lord’s, and the fulness thereof; P 
The world and they that dwell therein; 


For He hath founded it upon the seas, 
And established it upon the floods. 


Second Voice 
Who shall ascend into the hill of the Lord? 
Or who shall stand in His holy place? 
Third Voice 
He that hath clean hands, and a pure heart, 
Who hath not lifted up his soul unto vanity, 
Nor sworn deceitfully, 
He shall receive the blessing from the Lord, 
And righteousness from the God of his salvation. 


All 

Lift up your heads, O ye gates! 
And be ye lifted up, ye everlasting doors! 
And the King of Glory shall come in. 

Fourth Voice 
Who is this King of Glory? ‘ 

Fifth Voice 

The Lord strong and mighty; 
The Lord mighty in battle. 


All 
Lift up your heads, O ye gates! 
Even lift them up, ye everlasting doors! 
And the King of Glory shall come in. 
Sixth Voice 
Who is this King of Glory? Who? 
Seventh Voice 
The Lord of Hosts, He is the King of Glory. 
All 
Lift up your heads, O ye gates! 
Even lift them up, ye everlasting doors! 
And the King of Glory shall come in. 





We should at all times discipline our lives. It is inevita- 
ble that we do this because in life, we find difficulties, 
hardness, learning the meaning of defeat and develop- 
ment, to remember the words of the Psalmist who said, 
“Before I was afflicted I went astray.” It does us good to 
be afflicted because it is the lesson from which we learn 
to surrender ourselves to God, and arm ourselves with 
Christian principles, as we make the claim to be 
Christians. 


The Christian has greatly the advantage of the unbeliever 
having everything to gain and nothing to lose. 





“Start where you are with what you have and make 
something of it.” 


22 ® © ® 


When opportunity knocks—you have to 
open the door yourself. 
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LIANCY is the word that impresses me today—a 

word that means, “to be bent in any direction.” 
Though the word “pliant’’ does not appear in Holy Writ, 
yet the very substance of the word is found from Genesis 
to Revelation. Pliancy is a very essential characteristic in 
the life of every Christian. For without it there can be 
no true humility. It is that quality which enables one to 
bow the head in submission to the Divine will wherever 
and as often as it must be recognized. While we do not 
read “Be ye therefore pliant,” we read often “Be no more 
stiffnecked,” which is the exact equivalent. 

It is not just spasmodic obedience or obedience when 
things look straight ahead that this word suggests, but 
suppleness of mind that takes care of any of the sharp 
turns and bends in the Divine will. Pliancy in the spirit- 
ual life is best expressed in Revelation by the word 
“whithersoever.” We read there of the faithful—‘These 
are they which follow the Lamb whithersoever he goeth”; 
not simply the familiar places, places they could see ahead 
themselves, 10; but whithersoever he goeth. And it seems 
from observation and experience that sometimes the road 
to the Kingdom twists strangely. 

Perhaps the point is more clearly expressed in the 
example of Abraham, venerable patriarch and father of 
the faithful. When the angel told him that his seed 
should inherit the land, that God would make of him a 
great nation, “How can I,” he asked, “when I am child- 
less?”’ And when at one hundred he was to have a son— 
“Should a man who is one hundred years old become 2 
father?” he again asked. The thing at first seemed in- 
credible. But Abraham believed God, and so it came to 
pass. “He staggered not at the promise of God.” 

We see him better than thirty years hence, dwelling at 
Beersheba, very rich, surrounded by prosperity and 
honor. Heaven seemed to have crowned his life of patient 
endurance and sacrifice with richest blessings. The son 
of promise had grown to manhood by his side. Now, at 
last, he could see how he was to be the father of a great 
nation through Isaac, and took joy in the thought and the 
promises of God. He could understand more plainly now 
the things that once seemed puzzling. In Isaac, now 
grown, the light of the home and solace of his old age, 
Abraham could see the fruition of his hope. The childless 
was now a happy father. But then—there comes a sharp 
turn in the Divine will. The angel spoke. The father was 
commanded to be again childless. “Take now thy son, 
thine only son whom thou lovest, and offer him for a 
burnt offering.” A staggering blow, to be sure, and just 
as much a puzzle to his aged mind. If Isaac should be cut 
off—the natural mind would reason—how should Abra- 
ham be father of kings through this son? But “Abraham 
believed God and it was counted unto him for righteous- 
ness.” 

It was his pliancy in the hand of God that made 
him the father of the faithful. Had he not vears before 
wandered as a stranger in a strange land, “called to go 
out into a place... and he went out, not knowing whither 
he went”? Only pure gold could have been so pliant for 
a long one hundred and thirty years and not broken or 
worn out in the many bends and turns and sharp twists 


of the Divine Hand. But we read, “God put Abraham to 
the test,” and he stood it— a test for pure gold. 

Another instance is that of Joseph. After being mal- 
treated and sold into slavery by his own brothers, we see 
him on the way to Egypt. As the caravan moved south- 
ward toward the border of Canaan, the boy could discern 
in the distance the hills among which lay his father’s 
tents. Bitterly he wept at thought of that loving father in 
his loneliness and afflictions. Again the scene at Dothan 
came up betore him, He saw his angry brothers, stirred 
by their evil hearts and envy of him, and felt their fierce 
glance bent upon him. The stinging, insulting words 
that met his agonized entreaties were ringing in his ears. 
With trembling heart he looked forward to the future. 

What a sudden change in his situation! Yes, in just 
a few hours changed from the tenderly cherished son to 
a despised and helpless slave! Rather a sharp bend in 
his young life, was it not? Yet he was pliant enough that 
he did not break. He still believed in and was true to his 
father’s God, yielding himself to be used as He directed, 
believing ‘that all things work together for good to them 
that love God.” His soul thrilled with high resolve to 
prove himself true to his Creator, under all circumstances 
to act as became a subject of Heaven. He would serve 
the Lord with undivided heart, he would meet the trials 
of his lot with fortitude, and perform every duty with 
fidelity. One day’s experience had been the turning point 
in Joseph’s life. Its terrible calamity had transformed 
him from a child to a thoughtful, courageous, God-fear- 
ing man. “And God was with Joseph.” 

His faith, however, was tested by fiery trials. His 
temptation and unjust imprisonment are familiar history. 
But his character remained unstained through all. Then 
again his allotted course suddenly turns by God’s will. 
This time, from the dungeon Joseph was exalted to be 
ruler over all Egypt. An extreme twist in the hand of 
God! This position was beset with difficulty and peril. But 
Joseph’s character bore the test alike of adversity and 
prosperity—a test for pure gold. He knew the Divine 
Hand was working with him, and he discharged faith- 
fully the duties of every position, thus yielding to God’s 
will. For he said, “God did send me here.” 

David was another striking example of pliancy. As 
shepherd boy he was anointed by Samuel. David knew 
well enough that the ceremony meant kingship. But we 
see him just an anointed shepherd, far enough from the 
throne to which he had been called. Time passes and 
music was needed for the gloomy king. David, because 
skillful on the harp, was chosen. He proved a favorite 
at court and surely began to see at last the meaning of 
Samuel’s prophecy, surely he was coming to the kingship. 
But, no. God's hand plied otherwise. Back from the 
king’s court David went to sheep feeding and guarding. 
The natural mind would rebel, reasoning that there was 
something wrong with God’s promise. But David turned 
“whithersoever” the Hand willed. So after years he came 
back to court. Goliath he had slain, and he was made 
commander-in-chief of the armies of Israel—one step 
from the throne. But just another sudden twist in his 
existence finds him fleeing for his life from the court 
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and the throne because Saul became jealous and murder 
was in his heart. Years of anxiety and precarious liveli- 
hood provided many sharp turns in his life before he 
finally found himself as ‘King David” upon the throne of 
Israel. But withal he followed God. 

aul gives us a picture of his own life in his letter to 

the Philippians: ‘Il know both how to be abased, and I 
know how to abound, everywhere and in all things I am 
instructed both to be full and to be hungry, both to 
abound and to suffer need. I can do all things through 
Christ which strengtheneth me.” A fine definition of 
pliancy in the spiritual life. He was ready for anything, 
a test for true Christian character. 
We should all develop this pliancy, that is, pliancy in 
the hand of God, not in the service of the old man. 
Sanctification is the work of a lifetime. Growth of char- 
acter means change, and if we would grow we must sub- 
mit to the changing conditions necessary to growth. We 
all pray that God will help us, and when the help comes 
stiffen up and reject it. Of course, we cannot tell God 
how to help us. He knows that better than we, and we 
should receive as He gives, keeping in mind that “all 
things work together for good to them that love God.” 
We must believe this at all times. We may obey today 
and seem to be progressing nicely when we think we see 
ahead, but when obedience means a sudden turn in the 
opposite direction, then we need to be as pliable as gold— 
bent but not broken. 

There are many evils that make brittle and destroy 
pliancy, or perhaps stiffen and prevent it, as “envy which 
is the rottenness of the bones,’ making a stiff neck, rebel- 
lious and unwilling to bow the head to the Eternal. Self- 
esteem is another. We are too apt to rest on our good 
qualities, which, too, can be out of place sometimes. Yes, 
even a rose in a vegetable garden is a weed—out of place. 
And a cornstalk would be pulled out of a pansy bed, even 
though it be a perfectly good cornstalk. We must learn our 
place and stand to be put in it, just where and how God 
places us. Cultivate willingness, thankfulness, and faith, 
rejoicing ever in the Lord, and these will make us pliant 
—that is, instantly obedient. 

In this arrangement of things God often works through 
human instrumentality, and His leaders are often His 
hands, so we must learn to obey them, to esteem them 
highly in love for their work’s sake. Yield to their leader- 
ship, for it is hardiy possible for men to offer greater 
insult to God than to despise or reject the instrumental- 
ities He would use for their salvation. It says we know 
more than God. 

We should meditate on the evidence of God’s wonderful 
attributes. For when once we are convinced of the long- 
suffering, mercy and justice, power and faithfulness of 
the eternal God, then and only then will we give all that 
we have and are into His hands, knowing and trusting 
that “all things work together for good to them that love 
God.” As a Master Builder He tests the quality of mate- 
rial before using it in the eternal scheme of things, and 
uses only such as responds instantly to His touch. No 
balking or stiff-moving cogs in the eternal machinery. 

In the Book we read of a mule. Well, we all know that 
mules are not chosen for ready response, but rather are 
well known for their obstinacy. However, they some- 
times do as they are told. But the command says, “Be ve 
not as a mule, which hath no understanding’”’—sometimes 





obedient and most of the times stubborn or pulling away 
from the Divine wiil. “Be ye noc as the... mule.” 

Then we read of those who like Abraham, Joseph, 
David, and Paul, are pliant in the hands of the Maker of 
heaven and earth. Yes, the wonderful Apostle to us 
Gentiles wrote of these ‘vessels of gold.” By investigation 
we learn that gold, the most precious of metals, is the 
most malleable and is extremely ductile and pliant. A 
single grain may be drawn into a wire 500 feet in length. 
An ounce covering a silver wire is capable of being ex- 
tended more than 1300 meters. Think of this! One ounce 
can be spread over from 105 to 300 sq. ft. It may be 
beaten so thin that 1200 sheets of gold leaf is thinner 
than a sheet of paper and has been beaten 300,000 sheets 
to the inch. So its usefulness is increased, and it is there- 
fore precious. The gold on our watch may have been 
from Arizona last year or from Solomon’s temple. For 
gold is never static, incessantly changes and yet endures! 
Learning these facts, which is only a part of which might 
be told, the phrase ‘‘vessels of gold” has to us more signif- 
icance. But Paul the beloved Apostle calls the faithful 
“vessels of gold,” vessels of honor, “sanctified and meet 
for the Master’s use and prepared unto every good work.” 

Are we pliant enough? Which shall we be in the 
Master’s hand, pure gold or a mule? 


Angelic Ministration 


(Continued from page 5) 
We must put in that link, and believe it, and then be 
guided by it. Add not to His Word, nor take away from 
it. Thus we see that we must live by every Word of God. 

Whilst we might have brethren to help us and build us 
up, the light might shine out to us and we might make 
a desperate effort to keep every commandment, still with- 
out angels ministering to us, we would not accomplish 
the work. Here is an important link. 

If we leave out angelic ministration, we have a broken 
chain, and we repeat, a broken chain can never draw us 
into the Kingdom. Angels will minister in every age, the 
present as well as the ages that are past. Apart from 
that—though they had the Word, and the brethren to 
help them—there would have been no one _ saved. 
Angelic ministration is absolutely necessary, and that 
the heirs of salvation shall have it is a definite promise. 
If we do not get it, it is because of our own evil deeds 
and lack of faith; we are not following God as we should. 
We must be worthy of this aid to get it, and as soon as 
God sees our efforts to do as He has commanded, He sends 
it. 

Under the stern but loving eyes of the angels the plan 
for the earth is steadily moving on to completion. As the 
time for Christ’s return and the consummation of the 
plan draws near, the angels are urging us to hasten our 
preparations. We have been offered the very things they 
are now actually experiencing. Perhaps when they observe 
our hesitating and weak-kneed faith in the face of our 
light afflictions and insignificant trials, they feel like 
crying out to us, “O fools and slow of heart to believe.” 
“Let us be up and doing for the sun is in the sky! Let 
us be up and doing for the days are going by!” 
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Meditations 
On the Word 


“Behold, what manner of love the Father hath bestowed 
upon us, that we should be called the sons of God: therefore 
the world knoweth us not, because it knew him not” (I John 
a2 2). 

We are not by nature the sons of God. This honor is 
conditional and the love of the Father is bestowed upon 
only such as comply with the conditions. Did not the 
apostle Paul state, “As many as are led by the Spirit of 
God, they are the sons of God” (Rom. 8: 14) ? Does not 
this show that to be a son of God we must be led by His 
Spirit or Word (John 6: 63); and if not, we are not His 
sons? 

Much as we would desire to have it otherwise, we can- 
not evade the plain truths written for our learning. Paul 
also states that we have received the ‘‘Spirit of adoption.” 
Thus it may be clearly seen that we become adopted into 
the family of God; become His sons and daughters and 
heirs of the promises by complying with His rules of 
adoption. When walking after the course of this world 
in ignorance of God and in blindness of heart, people are 
“alienated from the life of God” (Eph. 4: 18). They 
can never be God’s children while in such a state. 

In our present society we consider it an act of kindness 
for wealthy persons to adopt children, bring them up, 
educate them and make them heirs of their possessions. 
But think of the Almighty making choice of human be- 
ings for His eternal associates! Is there anything in the 
world that could equal this? is there anything that com- 
pares with God’s love, that we should be called His sons? 

The Word of God clearly reveals that we can have no 
part with Him without a knowledge of His Word and obe- 
dience thereto. God is no respecter of persons. Creed, race 
or color have no bearing with Him, but actions alone are 
weighed. It was the Master Himself who stressed the 
necessity of possessing knowledge, when He quoted from 
Isaiah, “It is written in the prophets, And they shall be 
all taught of God. Every man therefore that hath heard, 
and hath learned of the Father, cometh unto me” (John 
6: 45). Likewise the apostle Peter informs us that all 
things pertaining unto life and godliness come through 
knowledge (II Peter 1: 3). 

All who learn and obey the Word of God become His 
sons by adoption. The taking of these two steps classifies 
them as heirs of the Kingdom, though not yet possessors 
of it. The real sonship is not fully attained until the re- 
ward of life eternal is granted. We are now in our mortal, 
dying state; but when this “corruptible shall have put on 
incorruption, and this mortal shall have put on immortal- 
ity, then shall be brought to pass the saying that is writ- 
ten, Death is swallowed up in victory” (I Cor. 15: 54). 
It is then, as the verse following our text implies, we shall 
be made like Christ and shall see Him as He is. 

When we attain to the knowledge of God as taught in 
His Word, we become one with Christ mentally. When 
we live in obedience to this knowledge in every particular, 
always in subjection to the Father’s will as was Jesus, we 


become one with Him morally. Having taken these two 
steps we have done all that we can do in our mortal power. 
We then must await the return of Christ from heaven, 
who will, at His coming, “change our vile [or corruptible] 
body that it may be fashioned like unto his glorious body” 
(Phil. 3 : 21). 

The Apostle warns us that if we have the hope of being 
made like Christ, if we wish to share the glory that is 
His, and be heirs together with Him, we must be pure as 
He is. “And every man that hath this hope in him, puri- 
tieth himself even as He is pure.” There is no other way 
to be worthy of the love of God; no other way to be like 
Christ, but by becoming pure as He was pure. 

When we understand how it was that our Lord gained 
the love of His Father we may be able to grasp the con- 
ditions of God’s love to us. This is not a secret, but Jesus 
plainly revealed it to His disciples. We read His words: 
“If ye keep my commandments, ye shall abide in my love; 
even as 1 have kept my Father’s commandments, and 
abide in his love’; ““He that hath my commandments, and 
keepeth them, he it is that loveth me: and he that loveth 
me shall be loved of my Father, and I will love him .. . if 
a man love me, he will keep my words: and my Father 
will love him” (John 15: 10; 14: 21, 23). 

“The world knoweth us not, because it knew him not.” 
Dr. Moffatt renders this, “The world does not recognize 
us.” How true this is! Jesus told His disciples the reason 
for this: “If ye were of the world, the world would love 
his own: but because ye are not of the world, but 1 have 
chosen you out of the world, therefore the world hateth 
you” (John 15: 19). Christians are commanded to have 
no fellowship with the world. We read, ‘Be not unequally 
yoked together with unbelievers: for what fellowship 
hath righteousness with unrighteousness? and what com- 
munion hath light with darkness? .. Wherefore come out 
from among them, and be ye separate, saith the Lord, 
and touch not the unclean thing, and I will receive you, 
and will be a Father unto you, and ye shall be my sons 
and daughters, saith the Lord Almighty” (11 Cor. 6: 14, 
17, 18). For this reason the world will not recognize or 
acknowledge us, because we refuse to be entangled with 
their affairs, either religiously, socially, or politically. 

Having the hope of being sons of God we must use all 
our effort to cease from all the works of the carnal mind: 
the jealousy because of another’s greater ability; the im- 
patience because things are not just going our way, must 
be a thing of the past. We must develop a greater love and 
respect for those serving God in sincerity and truth. With 
so Many enemies of the Lord to face in the world sur- 
rounding us, we cannot afford to have any discord or 
divisions among ourselves. The more perfectly we are 
united in love and keep the law of God the less occasion 
there will be for the enemies to make their attack, for all 
their accusations will be false. 

We cannot have both the things of this world and the 
future glory God will bestow. We cannot do the things of 
the Spirit and also the things of the flesh. We cannot 
serve God and mammon. Our knowledge of the way of 


salvation must govern us throughout our life and impel 
us to cut loose from the low, sensual, earthly things and 
aspire to the high calling of God, to the height of being 
His sons and daughters. And as sons of God we shall have 
the right to the inheritance, even joint-heirs with Christ. 
Certainly His love is great! 





Questions and Answers 


“I read the article ‘The Man Called Satan’ in the Meciwpo 
Messace, of July 8, 61, and it enlightened me as logical inter- 
pretation of who is Satan. 

“Can you enlighten me further as to who the devil was 
that tempted Adam and Eve in the garden of Eden?” 

And from another correspondent the following: “I might 
also remind you that it was the Tempter himself who talked 
Eve into eating the forbidden fruit. There was no one else on 
earth except Adam and Eve. And God surely didn’t tempt 
them. He warned them that they would die if they ate of the 
tree of wisdom. It was Lucifer who tricked them, taking the 
form of a serpent. God could have stopped them but He 
doesn’t work that way.” 


After making the statement that “there was no one 
else on earth except Adam and Eve,” our correspondent 
reverses himself by saying: ‘Here is an interesting idea 
to think about. Adam was not the first man on earth, he 
is the first recorded man in history.” 

We agree one hundred percent with this sensible 
position. Adam was not the first man to live upon earth, 
but only the first man to whom God made known His 
plan of salvation. Hence Cain had no difficulty in going 
into the land of Nod and securing a wife. 

A reasonable approach to the story of creation in the 
first three chapters of Genesis is to approach it as an 
allegory. Our reason tells us that sometime the physical 
earth must have had its beginning. To place this event 
as recently as six thousand years ago runs counter to 
geological findings, and the presence of fossil remains of 
pre-historic men and animals that lived on the earth 
during long periods prior to Adam’s time. In taking this 
position we are not denying the Bible, for the Bible merely 
states that “In the beginning God created the heaven 
and the earth.” Nothing is said as to when this creating 
took place. 

Parable, allegory, and figurative speech are used freely 
in the Bible, hence we have no reason to take everything 
we read in it as being literal. 

Not only is it a Biblical statement that “in the beginning 
God created the heaven and the earth,” but an equally 
authentic statement is: “Nevertheless we, according to 
his promise, look for new heavens, and a new earth, 
wherein dwelleth righteousness” (II Pet. 3: 13). 

Genesis 2: 7 reads: ‘‘And the Lord God formed man out 
of the dust of the ground.” And for the spiritual counter- 
part of this we go to Ephesians. “For he [Christ] is our 
peace, who hath made both [Jew and Gentile] one, and 
hath broken down the middle wall of partition between 
us; having abolished in his flesh the enemity, even the 
law of commandments contained in ordinances; for to 
make in himself of twain one new man, so making peace 
... Till we all come in the unity of the faith, and of the 
knowledge of the Son of God, unto a perfect man, unto 
the measure of the stature of the fulness of Christ” (Eph. 
2: 14, 15; 4: 13). God is making of the members of the 
Church or body of Christ one new man, a new creation. 
They are created as charter members of the “world to 
come” (Heb. 2: 5). 

During six thousand-year-days of His spiritual cre- 
ation, God is developing a new heaven and a new earth, 
wherein righteousness will dwell. He is creating a “new 
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man” to rule the world in righteousness. During this proc- 
ess He provided fruit-bearing trees in His “garden” or 
“vineyard,” commanding the Adam man,—the men and 
women who were attracted to His service,—to eat only 
of certain specified trees, the trees of right living. Tne 
use of the fruit of the tree of good and evil was strictly 
forbidden. But the tempter, self-deception, pictured as a 
“serpent,” was ever ready to divert and deceive. He is 
always ready to say, “thou shalt not surely die,” even if 
you do eat of the tree of good and evil. 

James 1: 18, 14 is specific on the nature of the tempter 
that tempts humans to do wrong, “Let no man say when 
he is tempted, I am tempted of God: for God cannot be 
tempted with evil, neither tempteth he any man: but 
every man is tempted when he is drawn away of his own 
lust, and enticed.” God does not tempt men to evil, neither 
did He create a “serpent” in the Garden of Eden to 
ensnare our first parents. 

Yes, God warned them that if they ate of the tree of 
the knowledge of good and evil they would die foy it. 
And He still is warning humankind that if they would 
merit His favor and life eternal and full salvation, they 
must cease eating of the tree of good and evil. God 
demands that our lives be all good with no evil mixed in. 
We must not be trees of “good” and “evil.” 





“Do you wear jewelry? Do you wear lipstick?” 


No, we do not use either. Their use would come under 
the head of conformity to the world which is forbidden. 
Painting the face is a pagan custom. The wicked Jezebel 
painted her face, II] Kings 9: 30. Peter is explicit on 
adorning: ‘“‘Whose adorning let it not be that outward 
adorning of plaiting the hair, and of wearing of gold, 
or of putting on of apparel; but let it be the hidden man 
of the heart, in that which is not corruptible, even the 
ornament of a meek and quiet spirit, which is in the 
sight of God of great price’ (I Peter 3: 3, 4). 





“Do you use the literal bread and wine? Or is the above 
question only symbolic of what a “servant” must have in mind 
as one tries to do good deeds as our Lord Jesus Christ set 
the example of?” 

At communion we make use of the bread and wine 
(grape juice), not that there is any efficacy in these 
emblems, only as they represent the life and death of 
Jesus, the living out of the Word of God, and the daily 
dying to sin. To use Paul’s own words: “For as often as 
ve eat this bread, and drink this cup, ye do show the 
Lord’s death till he come” (I Cor. 11: 26). 





O Lord, who lends me life, lend me a heart replete 
with thankfulness. 





Striving to enjoy each day, each hour, each minute is 
one of the big secrets of happiness. 
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Tell the Saviour 


When thou wakest in the morning, 
Ere thou tread the untried way 

Of the lot that lies before thee, 
Through the coming busy day, 

Whether sunbeams promise brightness, 
Whether dim forebodings fall 

Be thy dawning glad or gloomy, 
Go to Jesus--tell him all! 


In the calm of sweet communion 
Let thy daily work be done; 

In the peace of soul outpouring, 
Care be banished, patience won; 
And if earth, with its enchantments, 

Seek the spirit to enthrall 


Ere thou listen, ere thou answer, 


Turn to Jesus--tell him all 


Then, as hour by hour glides by thee, 
Thou wilt blessed guidance know; 
Thine own burdens being lightened, 


Thou canst bear another’s WOe; 


Thou canst hely the weak ones onward, 


Thou canst raise up those that fall. 


But remember, while thou servest, 


Still tell Jesus--tell him all! 


And if weariness creep o'er thee 
As the day nears to its close, 
Or if sudden fierce temptation 
Brings thee face to face with foes, 
In thy weakness, in thy peril, 
Raise to heaven a trustful call. 
Strength and calm for every crisis 
Come--in telling Jesus all. 











